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Family Reunification Resolution and the Board of Supervisors’ Motion 
· Trauma has a negative impact on children’s ability to learn and succeed in school

· Immigrant children separated from their parents will suffer life-long trauma

· Every child residing in the U.S., regardless of immigration status, has the right to a public education (U.S. Supreme Court Decision, Plyer v. Doe, 1982), adequate food and shelter, and basic health care

· LACOE and the Los Angeles County Board of Education are committed to school success for all students regardless of immigration or citizenship status

· On June 19, 2018 the Board of Supervisors made a Motion (A 5-0 vote) to Oppose the Separation of Children and Families at the U.S. & Mexico Border, and a Motion on June 26, 2018, Legal Action for Migrant Children and Families (A 4-0 vote with 1 abstention).    
· The Board of Supervisors instructed county agencies to partner to support the estimated 100 migrant children separated from parents and placed in L.A. County by delivering trauma-informed care and other services.  The Office of Immigrant Affairs contacted the Division of Student Support Services, Michelle O’Neill, Coordinator of Immigration Relations, and a resource guide is being developed in English and Spanish to assist new immigrant families, county agencies, and advocacy groups.  

· The resource guide will include information on the school enrollment process for families, after being released from the detention centers, and link them with school-based supports and services such as academic counseling and mental health services.   Bilingual Staff in the Division of Student Services will be available to assist families with questions.   
LACOE Professional Development, Supporting Trauma Informed Practices
The Division provides professional development on Trauma Informed Practices as they relate to supporting Immigrant students in the following ways:
· The Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health (DMH), UCLA and LACOE have collaborated to host a conference on trauma on Sept. 17, 2018 with training provided on supporting Foster, Homeless, and Immigrant students among others.  
· The Division and the Office of General Counsel, will continue to include presentations for school districts on Immigrant students and Trauma and other topics at its quarterly Student Support Services Directors Meetings, Counselor Resource Network Meetings, Homeless and Foster Youth Counselor Meetings, Expanded Learning Site Coordinator Meetings, School Nurses Meeting and School Attendance Review Board trainings.  The Division and the Office of General Counsel will also provide presentations at the Multi-lingual Academic Support Meetings (CIS Division), CIS Management meetings, Head Start Management meetings, LCAP Meetings and Migrant Education meetings.  
· At these meetings, the Coordinator of Immigration Relations in partnership with the Office of General Counsel, will provide information on immigration enforcement related trauma and provide consultation and trainings for school districts on AB 699 compliance. 
AB 699 Educational Equity: Immigration and Citizenship Status
Education Code Sections 200, 220, 234.1 and 234.7
Beginning July 1, 2018 this new state law mandates that Local Educational Agencies (LEA’s) provide support to immigrant students and families. 

· LEA’s must not collect or share student and family immigration status information

· LEA’s must develop policies for responding to inquiries or visits made by a law enforcement agency for the purpose of enforcing immigration laws

· Immigrant students are now considered a protected class and have added protections

· LEA’s must train students and staff about the negative effects of bullying based on immigration status or perceived status and raise awareness of immigration issues

· LEA’s must notify parents about their children’s right to a free public education regardless of immigration status 

· Notices pursuant to AB 699 should be language accessible for parents

The Division of Student Support Services hosted specific trainings for school districts on AB 699 on January 11, 2018 and April 12, 2018. A curriculum and training guide were developed and provided for school districts by Loyola Marymount University and Californians Together.    Additionally, the California School Board Association’s (CSBA) and the California Attorney General’s Model Policies were shared with school districts.  Please refer to LACOE’s Immigration Resources webpage  https://www.lacoe.edu/Home/Immigration-Issues 
· The Division administered an electronic survey and will follow-up via phone call to determine if school districts are in need of additional assistance

· A specific Technical Assistance training on AB 699 will be developed, including the mandated components of the statute, to be used for follow-up and will be provided by the Division and the Office of General Counsel

